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FORT WORTH — Fire-
fighting is in their blood.

Of the 32 men who
joined the Fort Worth Fire
Department on Friday, 10
have family members who
are serving or who have re-
tired from the department.

“He’s seen me get up

and go to work every third
day for 35 years. He knew I
loved it,” said Engineer
William Pennington, a re-
cent retiree of the depart-
ment whose son, Chase
Pennington, graduated
Friday.

“I’ve got another one I
hope will some day get on.”

Four other graduates —
Scott Allen, Chad Self,
Justin Wallace and Philip
Hartley — have family ties
to other departments in
the state.

Fire Chief Rudy Jackson
said the large number of
legacy recruits came as no
surprise to him.

“It’s an honorable pro-
fession,” Jackson said.
“They get to see their fam-
ily members on a daily ba-
sis and the pleasure and joy
that they bring with them

and the stories that they
talk about when they come
home so you can’t help but
get excited about it when
you hear what we do.”

All applicants go
through the same hiring
process, including an en-
trance exam, physical abil-
ity testing, an extensive
background check, a poly-
graph exam and interview.
A list of eligible candidates
is then sent to the fire chief
for final approval.

Fire officials say legacy
recruits are given no pref-

Firefighting is a family tradition for many new grads
7 Of 32 men who
became Fort Worth
firefighters Friday, 10
have family ties to the
department.

By Deanna Boyd
dboyd@star-telegram.com

a
Online extra

Find profiles of 10
new Fort Worth
firefighters and

video of the graduation
ceremony at
 star-telegram.com

Recruits joined the Fort Worth Fire Department at a graduation
ceremony Friday at Christ Chapel Bible Church.

Special to the Star-Telegram/Lawrence JenkinsMore on FIREMEN, 6B

FORT WORTH — Jury selection begins
this week for a man charged with the
murders of a Mrs Baird’s delivery driver
and a 22-year-old convenience store
clerk.

Prosecutors say Randy Keith Seibel,
36, of Granbury is the right-handed gun-
man who helped rob a gas station and
convenience store March 23, 2010. Jerry
Burnett, 70, and the station attendant,
Daniel Rojas-Torres, were killed. 

They were shot in the head during the
robbery of the Valero gas station at 4125
Mansfield Highway. Rojas-Torres died
immediately, but Burnett, of Joshua,
called 911. He died in a hospital 10 days
later.

Kwame Rockwell, 36, a co-defendant
in the capital murder case, was sentenced
to death after being tried in January. Tar-
rant County prosecutors are not pursuing
the death penalty against Seibel, and the
maximum sentence he could receive is 

Trial will
begin in
fatal heist
at Valero
7 Jury selection starts this week for a
man charged with capital murder in
the armed robbery and two slayings.

By Mitch Mitchell
mitchmitchell@star-telegram.com

More on TRIAL, 6B

AUSTIN—Day by day, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease is robbing Edith Royal of her beloved
husband, Darrell.

“He’s in his childhood
now,” she said last week at
the assisted living facility
where they live. “Some-
times, you wonder if any-
body is ever going to make
a breakthrough fighting
this disease.”

Edith Royal is doing what she can to
help, while also caring for the former
Texas coach, who won two national
championships with the Longhorns in
1963 and 1969 and a share of a third in
1970 and who is still regarded as one of 

Darrell Royal,
wife plan sale
of memorabilia
7 Some proceeds will go to the Darrell
K. Royal Research Fund for Alzheimer’s
disease, which was launched this year.

By Jim Vertuno
The Associated Press

Darrell Royal
in 1999

More on AUCTION, 7B

ARLINGTON — Nine-year-old
Jayme McGrew woke early Oct. 9 to
the smell of smoke and the sounds of
windows shattering. He quickly real-
ized that his central Arlington home
was on fire and that his family needed
to get out fast.

“I heard pop, pop, pop,” Jayme
said, recalling the sound of the win-
dows breaking from the heat of the

flames. 
His mother, Rana McGrew, said

she was frozen in fear as the fire con-
sumed her living room. Fortunately,
Jayme knew what he needed to do,
she said. 

A family friend who had spent the
night opened a window in the bed-
room where Jayme and his two youn-
ger sisters were sleeping. While the
parents called 911 for help, Jayme
woke up 8-year-old Serenity and 3-
year-old Rhea and helped them get
out of the burning house. 

“I’m extremely proud of him. He
had the natural instinct to help out
his family,” said Jayme’s dad, Robert 

Arlington

Boy is honored for bravery

Jayme McGrew, 9, was recognized by the Arlington Fire Department last week week for “bravery and calmness” during a house fire.
He is sitting in his and his sisters’ room, where he helped Serenity, 8, and Rhea, 3, out the window Oct. 9. Star-Telegram/Joyce Marshall

9-year-old helped his
younger sisters out of
their burning house 

By Susan Schrock
sschrock@star-telegram.com

More on BRAVERY, 7B

Somehow, Flip the sea tur-
tle wound up stranded and
abandoned thousands of
miles away from her home
in the Gulf of Mexico.

The endangered
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle
was found by passers-by
in Holland, and her future

looked bleak.
“She was so emaciated

and really struggling,” said
Iain Scouller, general
manager for Sea Life
Grapevine Aquarium,
which is playing a signif-
icant role in Flip’s rescue
and rehabilitation. “It was
touch and go.”

These days, her future
is looking much brighter.

Flip is resting comfort-
ably in Texas while plans 

Aquarium helps get
turtle back to the Gulf
7 The Kemp’s ridley sea
turtle was found injured
on the Dutch seashore.

By Marty Sabota
msabota@star-telegram.com

More on TURTLE, 7B

Have an idea for a possible ten-
ant or other uses at Renais-
sance Square in southeast Fort
Worth?

Developer Lockard Devel-
opment wants to know and is
turning to the social media
outlet Popularise to find out.

Lockard, based in Cedar
Falls, Iowa, is asking residents
and businesses to tell it by log-

Business 4B

Developer turns to social media

Shlachter, Baker 
& Fuquay

7 Also, Martin House Brew-
ing Co. will open along the
Trinity Trails in February.

More on SHLACHTER, 7B
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Movie 
(Star-Telegram rating)

Weekend
gross*

Total
gross*

1. Wreck-It Ralph (!!!!") $49.1 $49.1
2. Flight (!!!!") $25 $25
3. Argo (!!!!") $10.2 $75.3
4. The Man With the Iron Fists $8.2 $8.2
5. Taken 2 (!!""") $6 $125
6. Cloud Atlas (!!!"") $5.2 $18.2
7. Hotel Transylvania (!!""") $4.5 $137
8. Paranormal Activity 4 $4.3 $49
9. Here Comes the Boom (!!""") $3.6 $35
10. Silent Hill: Revelation $3.3 $13.9
*Estimated domestic gross in millions of dollars
Source: Exhibitor Relations

Weekend box office

2010 On this date, actress Jill Clayburgh (An Un-
married Woman, Semi-Tough) died at age 66.

Notable death

Actress Elke Summer is 72. Singer Art Garfunkel is 71. Ac-
tor-playwright Sam Shepard is 69. Singer Peter Noone

(Herman’s Hermits) is 65. Actor Nestor Ser-
rano (24) is 57. Actor Robert Patrick is 54.
Singer Bryan Adams is 53. Actress Tilda
Swinton is 52. Actress-singer Andrea McAr-
dle and actress Tatum O’Neal are 49. Singer
Angelo Moore (Fishbone) is 47. Actress Judy
Reyes (Scrubs) is 45. Guitarist-keyboardist
Jonny Greenwood (Radiohead) and actor

Corin Nemec (Parker Lewis Can’t Lose) are 41. Singer-guitarist
Ryan Adams is 38. Guitarist Kevin Jonas (Jonas Brothers) is
25.

Celebrity birthdays

Jonas

Haltom City 
Price, Ira, 100, Fort Worth 
Roberts, Mickey, 63, Fort

Worth 
Stephens, Sherry, 61, Crow-

ley 
Taulton, Lavon, 68, Fort

Worth 

Bannister, Jim, 82, Haltom
City 

Carlisle, Lola Marie, 55,
Euless 

Carlock, Charlene, 80,
Cleburne 

Defur, Betty Sue Pickens,
80, Fort Worth 

Fredrick, Suzanne, 50,
Arlington 

Hicks, Ann Byrd, 92, Mes-
quite 

Keating, Oleta, 84, Burleson 
Mankins, Geraldea, 81,

Mansfield 
Palmer, Leslie James, 73,

Veal, Judy Carline, 64, Fort
Worth 

Walker, Ann, 78, Arlington 
Wheeler-Barminski, Jean,

82, Fort Worth 
Williams, J.D., 88, Bowie 
Zachary, LaVette Lea, 38,

Fort Worth 

Today’s obituaries

People Watch

Tarrant & Texas, Obituaries

ging onto www.popularise.com, a
Washington, D.C.-based crowd-
sourcing and community engage-
ment tool that it says is similar to
Pinterest and Facebook. Users can
log-in with their Facebook or Twit-
ter accounts or register indepen-
dently.

“Developers and retailers spend
millions of dollars every year re-
searching the ideal locations for
stores, and the ideal tenant mix for
a project,” Lockard Vice President
John Flint said in a statement.
“Popularise allows us to add anoth-
er voice to that research, the voice
of the community. Utilizing Popu-
larise, Renaissance Square is poised
to discover and fill in the entire pro-
ject with quality local tenants,
where possible.”

Renaissance Square sits on 67
acres in the 170-acre Mason
Heights development along U.S.
287 near East Berry Street, between
Vaughn and Mitchell boulevards in
southeast Fort Worth. 

The Shoppes at Renaissance
Square include a Wal-Mart Super-
center, scheduled to open next year,

as well as Ross Dress for Less, Mar-
shalls, Shoe Carnival, Dots, rue21,
Dollar Tree, Rainbow Fashion, Mc-
Donald’s, 7-Eleven, Jack in the Box,
GameStop, T-Mobile and Radio-
Shack.

Also planned are the Villages at
Renaissance Square residential
community and the Suites at Re-
naissance Square office center. 

Popularise was launched in De-
cember to give local residents and
communities the power to help
build their city and to give give de-
velopers a way to interact with resi-
dents.

Craft brewing in Cowtown
A new craft brewery is gearing up in
Fort Worth.

Martin House Brewing Co. has
leased 9,000 square feet at 220 S.
Sylvania Ave., along the Trinity
Trails, where it will set up shop to
sell its craft beers starting in Febru-
ary.

The company was founded last
year by Cody and Anna Martin and
David Wedemeier, according to its
website.

Real estate broker Will Martin,
no relation to the company found-
ers, who owns the building, said the
brewery will have a patio for events.

The 42,000-square-foot build-
ing is now leased to a dozen tenants,

Will Martin said.
Todd Hawpe of Transwestern

represented Martin House.

Business plan finalists
Three Tarrant County businesses
were chosen from 25 participants as
finalists in the second annual Fort
Worth Business Plan Competition,
a program of the Fort Worth Busi-
ness Assistance Center.

They are Elegant Nuptials &
Events in Arlington, a provider of
wedding and social event consult-
ing, design, and planning; Fondren
Forensics in Bedford, an indepen-
dent company specializing in alco-
hol-related forensic analyses, con-
sultation, testimony and training;
and Technology Team in Fort
Worth, which helps businesses as-
sess and manage the risks of mov-
ing or reconfiguring mission-crit-
ical equipment.

The finalists will be judged Nov.
15 on their business plans and pre-
sentations. The winner receives a
cash and prize package worth about
$35,000.

Sandra Baker, 817-390-7727
sabaker@star-telegram.com
Jim Fuquay, 817-390-7552
jfuquay@star-telegram.com
Barry Shlachter, 817-390-7718
barry@star-telegram.com

Shlachter
Continued from 1B

the giants in the game.
The Royals are hoping
Texas fans — and some
from Oklahoma as well —
will pitch in, too.

Edith Royal is putting
some of the family’s per-
sonal memorabilia up for
auction Sunday in Austin.
Some of the proceeds will
go to the Darrell K. Royal
Research Fund for Alz-
heimer’s Disease,
launched this year.

The items at auction
trace his life from the
scrappy kid growing up in
the poverty of the Dust
Bowl in Hollis, Okla., to
his rise as one of the great
coaches in college history.
Royal coached Texas from
1957 to 1976, won 11
Southwest Conference ti-
tles and introduced an in-
novation known as the
wishbone offense to ma-
jor college football in
1968.

Notable items include
a diamond pendant com-
memorating the 1963 na-
tional championship and
a diamond ring from the
Longhorns’ 2006 BCS
championship game vic-
tory over Southern Cali-
fornia. There are foot-
balls, belt buckles, game
programs from Royal’s
first two seasons with the
Longhorns (1957-1958)
and dozens of auto-
graphed books, photo-
graphs and sideline pass-
es.

“I’m hoping that Dar-
rell’s fans will be the ones
that purchase the UT
things and they will trea-

sure them like we have. I
love the memories; it was
fun to rediscover them,”
Edith Royal said.

Other items provide an
intimate peek into the
Royal home and their
huge circle of friends,
from country music stars
to astronauts. Royal is a
longtime friend of Willie
Nelson, and the auction
includes several backstage
passes to Nelson concerts
and autographed photos.

The auction will be
handled by Austin Auc-
tion Gallery the day after
Texas plays at home
against Iowa State. Edith
Royal acknowledged that
the sale will cause some to
ask whether she just
needs money.

“I know they’ll ask that
and I don’t care if they
do,” she said. “I’m OK.
But this was about down-
sizing and not having to
leave my grandchildren to
go through all of this stuff
someday.”

She lights up when
talking about the items in
the collection that aren’t
about football, especially

those that connect her
husband and his love of
country music. He and
Nelson were regular golf
partners, and Nelson re-
cently stopped by the liv-
ing center to see his old
friend. He played his gui-
tar in the lobby for more
than an hour.

“When he left Darrell
that day, I’m told he had
tears in his eyes,” she said.

She recently discov-
ered an audio recording of
Nelson and Merle Hag-
gard singing and talking at
one of Royal’s legendary
“pickin’ parties” at the
Royal’s house. The occa-
sion was to celebrate the
1972 Apollo 16 moon
landing by astronaut
Charles Duke, a family
friend. The recording in-
cludes more than 45 min-
utes of chatter and songs.

Duke remembers the
party.

“It was a fun time and
that was a great evening,”
Duke said last week. “Af-
ter my flight, we used to
see [Darrell Royal] quite
often. I sure enjoyed his
company and his love of

country music and golf.”
The Royals had given

Duke a Texas flag to take
to the moon. They lent it
to the LBJ Presidential Li-
brary, and it will be part of
the auction. Duke tried to
do a “Hook ’em Horns”
hand signal for a photo-
graph on the moon but
couldn’t make it work in
his spacesuit.

Darrell Royal, 88, re-
cently fell and cracked a
vertebra, and he will likely
start using a wheelchair
full time.

“He’s in the falling
stage now,” said Edith
Royal, who is 87. “He can’t
stand alone.”

Watching the disease’s
progress has taken a
physical and emotional
toll on her. Laughter
helps. Her husband still
manages to pull out the
one-liners that made him
a favorite with fans and
reporters.

“The other day, he
said: ‘Edith, I have to go to
Hollis. Uncle Otis died.’ I
said, ‘No, Darrell, Uncle
Otis didn’t die.’ He said,
‘Well, Uncle Otis will be
glad to hear that.’ You
have to see the humor in it
sometimes,” she said.

“I’ve been through a
lot in my life,” she said.
“Maybe when this is all
over I can lie down and
rest for a while.”

Auction
Continued from 1B

Edith Royal and her husband, Darrell, are selling University of
Texas Longhorn memorabilia and other items they gathered
over the years, including a Texas flag that went to the moon.

The Associated Press/Eric Gay

Championship rings and
other memorabilia will be
sold at auction Sunday.

are being made to contin-
ue her rehabilitation and
then release her into the
sea off the Texas coast.

“We’re halfway there,”
Scouller said from Port
Aransas, where he is help-
ing care for her. “Our fin-
gers are crossed that we
are looking at a happy
ending. Her shell is shin-
ing and her eyes are
bright.” 

The juvenile turtle is 14
inches long and 15 inches
wide.

The effort to save her is
an international coopera-
tion of Sea Life Scheve-
ningen in Holland and Sea
Life in Grapevine, as well
as other agencies.

Flip was found injured,
cold, stunned and strand-
ed on the shores of the
Netherlands, near the city
of The Hague, on Dec. 10. 

“We have no idea how
she got there,” Scouller
said. “We don’t think
someone took her there
deliberately.”

She was taken to Sea
Life Scheveningen to begin
a long rehabilitation.

After her first month at
Sea Life and much TLC
from the staff, Flip started
eating again, and since
January has steadily

grown, gaining weight and
strength. Since that time,
several international part-
ners have worked together
to get her back home to the
Gulf of Mexico. 

Flip flew nonstop from
Amsterdam to Houston on
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. 

“I’ve not come across
an animal that has coped
as well as she has,” Scoull-
er said. “Turtles aren’t
meant to fly in airplanes.”

After arriving in the
United States, Flip was
taken to a bonded area,
“where she got VIP treat-
ment,” Scouller said.

She was transported by
the Sea Life Grapevine
team to the Port Aransas
Animal Rehabilitation
Keep for a health assess-
ment.

She will be given time to
acclimate to Texas before
being released into the
Gulf.

Also participating are
the University of Texas
Marine Science Institute,
Animal Rehabilitation
Keep, the U.S. National
Park Service, the govern-
ment of the Netherlands,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion Fisheries and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The teamwork has paid
off, Scouller said. 

“She’s in great health,
and even slightly over-
weight,” Scouller said.
“We’re all very happy.”

Flip was flown to Port Aransas, where she is in rehabilitation and
gaining weight and strength, and she will eventually be released
into the Gulf of Mexico. Courtesy of Sea Life

Turtle
Continued from 1B

Members of the Dutch media watch Flip the sea turtle, who was
found stranded on the shores of Holland. Two Sea Life aquari-
ums and other agencies brought her to Texas.

Courtesy of Sea Life Scheveningen Aquarium

Lipinski.
Last week at a ceremo-

ny at City Hall, the Ar-
lington Fire Department
recognized Jayme for his
“bravery and calmness.”

“Jayme is a perfect ex-
ample of what we want
young people to do in an
emergency,” said Fire
Chief Don Crowson, who
presented him with a cer-
tificate. “We are very, ve-
ry proud of him.” 

Jayme, a fourth-grader
at Berry Elementary
School, took his sisters to

a neighbor’s house while
waiting for firefighters to
arrive. He said he knew to
get to a safe place from

fire drills at school. The
Fire Department teaches
children to get out and
stay out of a burning

building as part of its Exit
Drills in the Home pro-
gram.

“I saw the window and
it popped out and the fire
started spreading out,”
Jayme said, describing the
flames coming from his
home.

The family is still re-
pairing damage caused by
the fire, which was appar-
ently sparked by a space
heater left too close to
some furniture, Rana
McGrew said. The fami-
ly’s dogs and cats sur-
vived, but the children’s
fish and pet frog did not.

Susan Schrock, 817-709-7578
Twitter: @susanschrock

Bravery
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Jayme McGrew said he learned about what to do during a fire
from fire drills at Berry Elementary School, where he is a
fourth-grader. He took his sisters to a neighbor’s house.

Star-Telegram/Joyce Marshall
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Movie 
(Star-Telegram rating)

Weekend
gross*

Total
gross*

1. Wreck-It Ralph (!!!!") $49.1 $49.1
2. Flight (!!!!") $25 $25
3. Argo (!!!!") $10.2 $75.3
4. The Man With the Iron Fists $8.2 $8.2
5. Taken 2 (!!""") $6 $125
6. Cloud Atlas (!!!"") $5.2 $18.2
7. Hotel Transylvania (!!""") $4.5 $137
8. Paranormal Activity 4 $4.3 $49
9. Here Comes the Boom (!!""") $3.6 $35
10. Silent Hill: Revelation $3.3 $13.9
*Estimated domestic gross in millions of dollars
Source: Exhibitor Relations

Weekend box office

2010 On this date, actress Jill Clayburgh (An Un-
married Woman, Semi-Tough) died at age 66.

Notable death

Actress Elke Summer is 72. Singer Art Garfunkel is 71. Ac-
tor-playwright Sam Shepard is 69. Singer Peter Noone

(Herman’s Hermits) is 65. Actor Nestor Ser-
rano (24) is 57. Actor Robert Patrick is 54.
Singer Bryan Adams is 53. Actress Tilda
Swinton is 52. Actress-singer Andrea McAr-
dle and actress Tatum O’Neal are 49. Singer
Angelo Moore (Fishbone) is 47. Actress Judy
Reyes (Scrubs) is 45. Guitarist-keyboardist
Jonny Greenwood (Radiohead) and actor

Corin Nemec (Parker Lewis Can’t Lose) are 41. Singer-guitarist
Ryan Adams is 38. Guitarist Kevin Jonas (Jonas Brothers) is
25.

Celebrity birthdays

Jonas

Haltom City 
Price, Ira, 100, Fort Worth 
Roberts, Mickey, 63, Fort

Worth 
Stephens, Sherry, 61, Crow-

ley 
Taulton, Lavon, 68, Fort

Worth 

Bannister, Jim, 82, Haltom
City 

Carlisle, Lola Marie, 55,
Euless 

Carlock, Charlene, 80,
Cleburne 

Defur, Betty Sue Pickens,
80, Fort Worth 

Fredrick, Suzanne, 50,
Arlington 

Hicks, Ann Byrd, 92, Mes-
quite 

Keating, Oleta, 84, Burleson 
Mankins, Geraldea, 81,

Mansfield 
Palmer, Leslie James, 73,

Veal, Judy Carline, 64, Fort
Worth 

Walker, Ann, 78, Arlington 
Wheeler-Barminski, Jean,

82, Fort Worth 
Williams, J.D., 88, Bowie 
Zachary, LaVette Lea, 38,

Fort Worth 

Today’s obituaries

People Watch

Tarrant & Texas, Obituaries

ging onto www.popularise.com, a
Washington, D.C.-based crowd-
sourcing and community engage-
ment tool that it says is similar to
Pinterest and Facebook. Users can
log-in with their Facebook or Twit-
ter accounts or register indepen-
dently.

“Developers and retailers spend
millions of dollars every year re-
searching the ideal locations for
stores, and the ideal tenant mix for
a project,” Lockard Vice President
John Flint said in a statement.
“Popularise allows us to add anoth-
er voice to that research, the voice
of the community. Utilizing Popu-
larise, Renaissance Square is poised
to discover and fill in the entire pro-
ject with quality local tenants,
where possible.”

Renaissance Square sits on 67
acres in the 170-acre Mason
Heights development along U.S.
287 near East Berry Street, between
Vaughn and Mitchell boulevards in
southeast Fort Worth. 

The Shoppes at Renaissance
Square include a Wal-Mart Super-
center, scheduled to open next year,

as well as Ross Dress for Less, Mar-
shalls, Shoe Carnival, Dots, rue21,
Dollar Tree, Rainbow Fashion, Mc-
Donald’s, 7-Eleven, Jack in the Box,
GameStop, T-Mobile and Radio-
Shack.

Also planned are the Villages at
Renaissance Square residential
community and the Suites at Re-
naissance Square office center. 

Popularise was launched in De-
cember to give local residents and
communities the power to help
build their city and to give give de-
velopers a way to interact with resi-
dents.

Craft brewing in Cowtown
A new craft brewery is gearing up in
Fort Worth.

Martin House Brewing Co. has
leased 9,000 square feet at 220 S.
Sylvania Ave., along the Trinity
Trails, where it will set up shop to
sell its craft beers starting in Febru-
ary.

The company was founded last
year by Cody and Anna Martin and
David Wedemeier, according to its
website.

Real estate broker Will Martin,
no relation to the company found-
ers, who owns the building, said the
brewery will have a patio for events.

The 42,000-square-foot build-
ing is now leased to a dozen tenants,

Will Martin said.
Todd Hawpe of Transwestern

represented Martin House.

Business plan finalists
Three Tarrant County businesses
were chosen from 25 participants as
finalists in the second annual Fort
Worth Business Plan Competition,
a program of the Fort Worth Busi-
ness Assistance Center.

They are Elegant Nuptials &
Events in Arlington, a provider of
wedding and social event consult-
ing, design, and planning; Fondren
Forensics in Bedford, an indepen-
dent company specializing in alco-
hol-related forensic analyses, con-
sultation, testimony and training;
and Technology Team in Fort
Worth, which helps businesses as-
sess and manage the risks of mov-
ing or reconfiguring mission-crit-
ical equipment.

The finalists will be judged Nov.
15 on their business plans and pre-
sentations. The winner receives a
cash and prize package worth about
$35,000.

Sandra Baker, 817-390-7727
sabaker@star-telegram.com
Jim Fuquay, 817-390-7552
jfuquay@star-telegram.com
Barry Shlachter, 817-390-7718
barry@star-telegram.com

Shlachter
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the giants in the game.
The Royals are hoping
Texas fans — and some
from Oklahoma as well —
will pitch in, too.

Edith Royal is putting
some of the family’s per-
sonal memorabilia up for
auction Sunday in Austin.
Some of the proceeds will
go to the Darrell K. Royal
Research Fund for Alz-
heimer’s Disease,
launched this year.

The items at auction
trace his life from the
scrappy kid growing up in
the poverty of the Dust
Bowl in Hollis, Okla., to
his rise as one of the great
coaches in college history.
Royal coached Texas from
1957 to 1976, won 11
Southwest Conference ti-
tles and introduced an in-
novation known as the
wishbone offense to ma-
jor college football in
1968.

Notable items include
a diamond pendant com-
memorating the 1963 na-
tional championship and
a diamond ring from the
Longhorns’ 2006 BCS
championship game vic-
tory over Southern Cali-
fornia. There are foot-
balls, belt buckles, game
programs from Royal’s
first two seasons with the
Longhorns (1957-1958)
and dozens of auto-
graphed books, photo-
graphs and sideline pass-
es.

“I’m hoping that Dar-
rell’s fans will be the ones
that purchase the UT
things and they will trea-

sure them like we have. I
love the memories; it was
fun to rediscover them,”
Edith Royal said.

Other items provide an
intimate peek into the
Royal home and their
huge circle of friends,
from country music stars
to astronauts. Royal is a
longtime friend of Willie
Nelson, and the auction
includes several backstage
passes to Nelson concerts
and autographed photos.

The auction will be
handled by Austin Auc-
tion Gallery the day after
Texas plays at home
against Iowa State. Edith
Royal acknowledged that
the sale will cause some to
ask whether she just
needs money.

“I know they’ll ask that
and I don’t care if they
do,” she said. “I’m OK.
But this was about down-
sizing and not having to
leave my grandchildren to
go through all of this stuff
someday.”

She lights up when
talking about the items in
the collection that aren’t
about football, especially

those that connect her
husband and his love of
country music. He and
Nelson were regular golf
partners, and Nelson re-
cently stopped by the liv-
ing center to see his old
friend. He played his gui-
tar in the lobby for more
than an hour.

“When he left Darrell
that day, I’m told he had
tears in his eyes,” she said.

She recently discov-
ered an audio recording of
Nelson and Merle Hag-
gard singing and talking at
one of Royal’s legendary
“pickin’ parties” at the
Royal’s house. The occa-
sion was to celebrate the
1972 Apollo 16 moon
landing by astronaut
Charles Duke, a family
friend. The recording in-
cludes more than 45 min-
utes of chatter and songs.

Duke remembers the
party.

“It was a fun time and
that was a great evening,”
Duke said last week. “Af-
ter my flight, we used to
see [Darrell Royal] quite
often. I sure enjoyed his
company and his love of

country music and golf.”
The Royals had given

Duke a Texas flag to take
to the moon. They lent it
to the LBJ Presidential Li-
brary, and it will be part of
the auction. Duke tried to
do a “Hook ’em Horns”
hand signal for a photo-
graph on the moon but
couldn’t make it work in
his spacesuit.

Darrell Royal, 88, re-
cently fell and cracked a
vertebra, and he will likely
start using a wheelchair
full time.

“He’s in the falling
stage now,” said Edith
Royal, who is 87. “He can’t
stand alone.”

Watching the disease’s
progress has taken a
physical and emotional
toll on her. Laughter
helps. Her husband still
manages to pull out the
one-liners that made him
a favorite with fans and
reporters.

“The other day, he
said: ‘Edith, I have to go to
Hollis. Uncle Otis died.’ I
said, ‘No, Darrell, Uncle
Otis didn’t die.’ He said,
‘Well, Uncle Otis will be
glad to hear that.’ You
have to see the humor in it
sometimes,” she said.

“I’ve been through a
lot in my life,” she said.
“Maybe when this is all
over I can lie down and
rest for a while.”

Auction
Continued from 1B

Edith Royal and her husband, Darrell, are selling University of
Texas Longhorn memorabilia and other items they gathered
over the years, including a Texas flag that went to the moon.

The Associated Press/Eric Gay

Championship rings and
other memorabilia will be
sold at auction Sunday.

are being made to contin-
ue her rehabilitation and
then release her into the
sea off the Texas coast.

“We’re halfway there,”
Scouller said from Port
Aransas, where he is help-
ing care for her. “Our fin-
gers are crossed that we
are looking at a happy
ending. Her shell is shin-
ing and her eyes are
bright.” 

The juvenile turtle is 14
inches long and 15 inches
wide.

The effort to save her is
an international coopera-
tion of Sea Life Scheve-
ningen in Holland and Sea
Life in Grapevine, as well
as other agencies.

Flip was found injured,
cold, stunned and strand-
ed on the shores of the
Netherlands, near the city
of The Hague, on Dec. 10. 

“We have no idea how
she got there,” Scouller
said. “We don’t think
someone took her there
deliberately.”

She was taken to Sea
Life Scheveningen to begin
a long rehabilitation.

After her first month at
Sea Life and much TLC
from the staff, Flip started
eating again, and since
January has steadily

grown, gaining weight and
strength. Since that time,
several international part-
ners have worked together
to get her back home to the
Gulf of Mexico. 

Flip flew nonstop from
Amsterdam to Houston on
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines. 

“I’ve not come across
an animal that has coped
as well as she has,” Scoull-
er said. “Turtles aren’t
meant to fly in airplanes.”

After arriving in the
United States, Flip was
taken to a bonded area,
“where she got VIP treat-
ment,” Scouller said.

She was transported by
the Sea Life Grapevine
team to the Port Aransas
Animal Rehabilitation
Keep for a health assess-
ment.

She will be given time to
acclimate to Texas before
being released into the
Gulf.

Also participating are
the University of Texas
Marine Science Institute,
Animal Rehabilitation
Keep, the U.S. National
Park Service, the govern-
ment of the Netherlands,
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administra-
tion Fisheries and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The teamwork has paid
off, Scouller said. 

“She’s in great health,
and even slightly over-
weight,” Scouller said.
“We’re all very happy.”

Flip was flown to Port Aransas, where she is in rehabilitation and
gaining weight and strength, and she will eventually be released
into the Gulf of Mexico. Courtesy of Sea Life

Turtle
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Members of the Dutch media watch Flip the sea turtle, who was
found stranded on the shores of Holland. Two Sea Life aquari-
ums and other agencies brought her to Texas.

Courtesy of Sea Life Scheveningen Aquarium

Lipinski.
Last week at a ceremo-

ny at City Hall, the Ar-
lington Fire Department
recognized Jayme for his
“bravery and calmness.”

“Jayme is a perfect ex-
ample of what we want
young people to do in an
emergency,” said Fire
Chief Don Crowson, who
presented him with a cer-
tificate. “We are very, ve-
ry proud of him.” 

Jayme, a fourth-grader
at Berry Elementary
School, took his sisters to

a neighbor’s house while
waiting for firefighters to
arrive. He said he knew to
get to a safe place from

fire drills at school. The
Fire Department teaches
children to get out and
stay out of a burning

building as part of its Exit
Drills in the Home pro-
gram.

“I saw the window and
it popped out and the fire
started spreading out,”
Jayme said, describing the
flames coming from his
home.

The family is still re-
pairing damage caused by
the fire, which was appar-
ently sparked by a space
heater left too close to
some furniture, Rana
McGrew said. The fami-
ly’s dogs and cats sur-
vived, but the children’s
fish and pet frog did not.

Susan Schrock, 817-709-7578
Twitter: @susanschrock
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Jayme McGrew said he learned about what to do during a fire
from fire drills at Berry Elementary School, where he is a
fourth-grader. He took his sisters to a neighbor’s house.
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